
Your name: (Example 1) 

⚫ Write an essay on the given TOPIC. 

⚫ Give THREE reasons to support your answer. 

⚫ Structure: introduction, main body, and conclusion 

⚫ Suggested length: 200-240 words 

 

TOPIC 

Is the death penalty necessary? 

 

(Write from here:) 

 

In recent years, an increasing number of people is are against the death penalty 

because it is considered cruel. However, I believe that the death penalty is necessary because 

that wouldit deters serious crimes, criminals should receiveis effective punishment based on 

the severity of their actions and most people support the death penaltyit. 

First, heavy punishment could prevents crime. No one wants to be severely punished. 

Would anyone commit murder knowing that they would be sentenced to death? Most people 

would not commit such a crime. If the death penalty were abolished, there is a possibility 

that violent crime would increase. 

Second, criminals should be punished in proportion to the seriousness of their crimes. 

It is not fair for someone who has committed a serious crime to receive a light punishment. A 

person who has committed multiple murders deserves the death penalty. 

Finally, most people support the death penalty. More than 80% of Japanese people 

brace support the death penalty. Considering the feelings of the victims’ families , it is 

unavoidable. Most people think that serious offenders have a low likelihood of rehabilitation. 

For the reasons mentioned above, I support the death penalty because it deters crime, 

ensures fairness in punishment, and has the support of many people., The benefits of severe 

punishment far outweigh its drawbacks.252 

 

Comments: 

 

Overall: Thank you for submitting your essay! I’ve edited it using Microsoft Word’s 

Review/Track Changes function, so hopefully you can see the edits in red above. In addition, 

I made several comments to the side, providing some alternative sentences and vocabulary. 

Please take a look at those. Be careful with the word range of 200-240 words. Your original 

essay was 252 words, which is too long. Recently, EIKEN graders graded the summary 

section of the test very strictly with the word limit, often giving a 0 score for writing too 

many or too few words. To be safe, I recommend staying within the word range. You are 

making good points in this essay, but the overall impression of it is sometimes hampered by 

indirect statements. You did a mostly good job on grammar, but please carefully review the 

grammar edits and try to understand them. Try to avoid the same errors in future essays, and 

you will keep growing with every assignment. Your future goal should be to practice using 

書式変更: インデント : 最初の行 :  14.8 mm

コメントの追加 [JK1]: I highly recommend not using 

“would” in most cases (especially here) because it may show 

uncertainty or focus on the future. However, many countries, 

including Japan, currently have the death penalty, so “would” 

is especially unnecessary.  

コメントの追加 [JK2]: I deleted “could” here for a similar 

reason as “would” above, it is a weak statement. It’s best to 

be strong in these essays. 

コメントの追加 [JK3]: You can be stronger here by 

rephrasing: “violent crime will increase” 



some advanced EIKEN 1 vocabulary in your essays. Finally, I added indents to the first line 

of each paragraph, so it is easier to read. You should write in that format on the real exam as 

well. I will review your points below. 

 

 

1st Point: “deters crime” – Good point, but this can be more convincing. Actually, I have a 

challenge to your statement: “Would anyone commit murder knowing that they would be 

sentenced to death?” Yes, many do. In fact, many killers kill themselves after they kill their 

victim. In many cases, they want to die. To make this point stronger, you should emphasize 

what kinds of crimes it actually deters, and how it is effective. 

 

2nd Point: “fairness” – Good point, but you need to convince me more. Why is it not fair? In 

many human societies, the concept of revenge killing existed. Perhaps a good point would be 

to emphasize that—humans have a desire to punish criminals proportionate to their crimes.  

 

3rd Point: “high support rate” – Great point, especially if you emphasize the feelings of the 

victims’ families and how they can’t bear to allow the criminal to stay alive. 

 

 


